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Special Master Judah Gribetz
Deputy Special Master Shari Reig
Bingham McCutchen LLP

399 Park Avenue

24% Figor .

New York, NY 10022

Feax: Q0111 212 702 3611

Dear Special Master Gribetz aud Deputy Special Master Reig

The Avstralian Jewish comumuuity estimates that within our population
there are, copservatively, between 16,000 and 18,000 Bolocavst
Survivors. This figure has been determined over many years and we
know from the history of our community, and also from the service

- providers t0 those who cap give evidencs that they ars Holocanst

Survivors, that this is a realistic figore.

For this reason, my communilty was disturbed to see the report by
Professor Sergio Della Pergols, avaiiable through ICHEIC, in which e
estimated ‘that there are only 4,6000 Holocanst Survivers resident in
Australia. This Council, the elected epresentative orpanisation of the
Australisn Jewish Community, belisves that he could only arrive at this
figure through a misunderstanding of the specific circumstances of the
developrosnt of the Australian Jewish Commuoity.

Oue of the complicating factors for any Outside analyst who has not made
use Of all available Australian data and does not bave a geod working
knowledge of the Australian Yewish Comppupity is the fact that statiztics
being used generally come from the Australiap Bureav of Statistics'
censuses. The question of religion is 8 voluntery question on owr
Censuses and all internal demographic research conducted by the Jewish
Community and a grear deal of anecdotal evidence suggest that a very
high proportion of Holocaust Survivors do not declere thejr seligion w
Government Officials — for quite understandable reasons given their
historical experiences.

Prior to World War II, the working cstimate for the qumber of Jewigh
residents of Aunstralia was 27,000 (Tus figure was derived from the
Austratian Bureau of Statistics Census data). This number included some
Jews who bad escaped Europe prior to the outbreak of War.
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Large-scale Jewish immigration 1o Ausualia cccurred imumediately after
World War Y1 At least 28,000 Jews, overwhelmingly Holocsust Survivers,
migrated to Avstralia afier 1946, suppicmcating an estimated 7,500 who
had arrived prior to the outbreak of War (mainly Gorman and Austrian Jews
who were able to come to Australis in 1938 and 1939 following the Bvian
Confersnce).

The immigration of Jewish Holocaust Survivors more than doubled the sizs
of the Austratian Yewish Communily.

The majority of immigrants accepred to Australia both Yefore and after the
War were overwhelmingly young. Therefore, there will be a much higher
proportion of Holocaust Survivors alive today than amongst the pre-existing
Australian Jewish Comeounity, which bad been evenly dispexsed amongst
all age groups,

In addition, over the past 20 years the Austalian Jewish Commugity bas
welcomed thousands of Jews from the former Soviet Uniop, some of whom
came in entire family units which include Holocaust Survivors, thereby
increasing the total number of Holocaust Survivors im Australia,

In table 3 of the repost of Professor Della Pergola, it is stated that the size of
the Australian/New Zsaland Jewish Communily today is approximately
107,000 { a low estimate) of which 31,000 Australian Jews were bom
before 1944. He states that only 15% of this peoup was borm i a couphry
that wag affected by the Holocaust during the relevant pedod and can
therefore be sssumed to be a Nazi victim. This flies in the face of the
genesally received understanding of Awstzalian Jewish demography and
also would seem to be direclly contradictcd by information accessible from
organisations ehich service the peed of Holocaust Sugvivors.

For example, 3,400 Jews in Australia received a payment for Slave or
Forced Labour from the Foundadon “Remembrance, Respousibility and the
Future” as a resnlt of their suffering ay slave labourers. The processing of
claims is still continuing, &5 far &s we understand. It would be absurd w
asswme that over seventy-five percent of all Holocaust Survivors in
Austrslia would have been eligible for funding from this Foundation.

The Germoan Govexmment mekes payments under the Hardship Fund w
persons who were forced o Hee the oncorning Nazis. It is know that close
w 3,500 puyments have been made under this programme to Holocaust
Suorvivors sesident o Australin, primazily to Jews from the Former Soviet
Unien who heve aroived in Austzalia over the past 20 years.

We kaow of, bul are ussble to ascertuin exactiy how many Awustralian
Jewish residents who survived the Holocaust through hiding , were
partisans or lived under false ideatity. In addition, we kow of Australian
residents who are Holocaust Survivors who worked in unrecognised labour
battalions in Bulgaria, Hungary and cther countries and are not eligible for



payments. Anccdotsl cvidence suggested significant pumbers of
individuals o these groups.

We do pot have precise numbers as to the swviving immoigrants from
Ausuis and Gexmany who came before the Second World War. However,
cstimates from Jewish sociel service orgenisations suggest over 5,000
people from this group ars alive today.

All the above illustrats how conservative cur figurcs of 16,000 ~ 18,000
Holocaust Survivers in Australia have been in the past. Inote that the paper
prepared by Ukeles Associates Inc in October 2003 refers to 21,500
Holocaust Survivors in Australia in 1998, the same pumber as estimated for
Capada.  Given similarities in the immigration experience of the
Australian/Canadian Jewish experience it is not unreasonable to belicve that
the two coraraunities bave within their widst similar numbers of Holocaust
Survivors.

We are most concerned that inaccurate information may play a part in
forming allocations of restitution funds. We hope and trust that you will
note our concern ang statistics which are highty dubious will not have a
negative impact oa funds allocated to survivors of the Shoal residents in
Australia, .

Yours sincerely
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Jeyemy Jones
President
Executive Counct] of Australian Jowry



